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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1. Applicant's amendment filed on July 2, 2009, has been entered. Claims 1 and 2 have 
been amended. Claims 3 and 4 have been cancelled. Claims 6-8 have been added. Claims 1-2 
and 5-8 are pending in this application, with claims 1 and 2 being independent claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

3. Claims 1 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as failing to comply 
with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant 
art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession of the claimed 
invention. 

Regarding claim 1 , the specification does not provide support for " wherein the first 
illumination means further comprises the second and third set of plural illumination means to 
illuminate the console, and wherein the second illumination means is not the third illumination 
means" as is now claimed in independent claim 1. In Applicant's Remarks, the Applicant says 
that support for amended limitation is found in Figs. IB, 2A-2C and paragraph 0030 of the 
published application. The Examiner has carefully reviewed the Figs. IB, 2A-2C and paragraph 



Application/Control Number: 10/596,927 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2629 

0030. However, the examiner has found no disclosure for said above -identified claimed 
inventions. 

Regarding claim 6, the specification does not provide support for "wherein illumination 
from the plural illumination means is simultaneously directed onto the console and substantially 
parallel to the vertical axis" as is now claimed in dependent claim 6. In Applicant's Remarks, 
the Applicant says that support for claim 6 is found in Fig. 5 and paragraph 0034 of the 
published application. The Examiner has carefully reviewed the Fig. 5 and paragraph 0034. 
However, the Examiner has found no disclosure for said above-identified claimed inventions. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

5. Claims 2 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Sprott et al. 
(US 5,057,024, hereinafter Sprott). 

Regarding claim 2, Sprott discloses a task light comprising: rotatable illumination means 
(e.g., LED 58 on a rotatable globe 15, see Fig. 1 and Fig. 3; col. 4, lines 17-57) provided 
approximately at the center in the horizontal direction (e.g., the LED 58 positioned at the 
illuminating point 54, see Fig. 5) on a display that is rotatable about a non-horizontal axis with 
respect to a console (the globe display is rotable about a vertical axis with respect to the base of 
the globe, see Fig. 1); and a rotating means (e.g., globe 15) for rotating the illumination means 
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(e.g., LED 58) so as to illuminate approximately the entire console (illuminated LED 58 
illuminates approximately the entire base), based on the rotational position of the display with 
respect to the console detected by a detection means (e.g., based on the rotational position of 
globe with respect to the base detected by a position encoding device, see col. 7, lines 34-40, col. 
11, lines 36-46, Fig. 2 and Fig. 10). 

Regarding claim 8, Sprott further discloses the task light of claim 2, wherein the non- 
horizontal axis is vertical with respect to the console (the globe display is rotable about a vertical 
axis with respect to the base of the globe, see Fig. 1). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sprott et al. (US 
5,057,024, hereinafter Sprott). 

Regarding claim 7, Sportt discloses the task light of claim 2, but does not disclose 
wherein the illumination means are rotatable about a horizontal axis that is respect to the console 
and perpendicular to a viewing panel of the display. 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to have a rotatable globe rotating in any axis that a user may choose so that the 
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globe can be observed in various directions. In this way, the illumination means can be rotatable 
about a horizontal axis that is respect to the console and perpendicular to the viewing panel of 
the display. 

8. Claims land 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lo (US 
2005/0047073) in view of Choi (US 2004/0133817), and further in view of Sprott et al. (US 
5,057,024, hereinafter Sprott). 

Regarding claim 1, Lo discloses a task light (light sources 150 are provided for 
illuminating a keyboard 120, see Fig. 1 and [0014]) comprising: plural illumination means (150) 
aligned in the horizontal direction on a display (130) that is rotatable with respect to a console 
(display 130 is rotatable and rotates with respect to the keyboard 120 between a closed position 
covering the keyboard and an opened position exposing the keyboard, see [0013]). 

Lo fails to disclose that the display is rotatable about a vertical axis with respect to the 
console and a detection means for detecting a rotational position of the display with respect to 
the console; and a lighting means for selectively lighting at least one of the plural illumination 
means so as to illuminate approximately the entire console, based on the rotational position of 
the display detected by the detection means, wherein a first rotational position illuminates the 
console using a first illumination means, wherein a second rotational position illuminates the 
console using a second illumination means, and wherein a third rotational position illuminates 
the console with a third illumination means; wherein the first illumination means further 



Application/Control Number: 10/596,927 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2629 

comprises the second and third set of plural illumination means to illuminate the console, and 
wherein the second illumination means is not the third illumination means. 

However, Choi discloses a portable computer (see Fig. 4 and [0056]) comprising a 
display (20, Fig. 1 A) that is rotatable about a vertical axis with respect to a console (see Figs. 
1A-1C) and a detection means (position sensor 50, see Fig. 4 and [0057]) for detecting whether 
the rotational position of the display with respect to the console is in a first rotational position 
(e.g., the opened position shown in Fig. 1 A), a second rotational position (e.g., the display or 
rotated position (Fig. 1C». Choi further discloses a controller (40a, Fig. 4) controlling a switch 
(first switching part 52, Fig. 4) to turn on/off the power source supplied to a screen input part 30 
based on the rotational position of the display detected by the position sensor (e.g., turning on the 
power supply of the screen input part 30 when the display is rotated to the rotated position and 
turning off the power source of the screen input part 30 when the display is rotated to the opened 
position, see Fig. 5). Choi teaches that controlling the power source of the screen input part 30 
minimizes unnecessary power supplied to the screen input part 30. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the invention of Lo with the features of the position sensor and 
the controller of Choi for detecting a converting rotation of a display between an opened position 
and a rotated position and controlling the power source of the illumination means based on the 
detected rotational position of the display. In this way, the power source of the plural 
illumination means (150) of Lo can be turned on to be selectively lighted for illuminating the 
keyboard (120) when the display is detected in an opened position in which the display is toward 
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the keyboard. Also, the power source of the plural illumination means (150) can be turned off 
when the display is detected in a rotated position in which the display is toward an opposite 
direction of the keyboard. The motivation for doing so would have been to save power supplied 
to the illumination means when a user does not need to operate the keyboard. 

Lo as modified by Choi discloses the task light of claim 1 , wherein the plural illumination 
means (150) illuminates the console when the display is detected in a first rotational position 
(e.g., when the display is detected in an opened position in which the display is toward the 
keyboard ), wherein the first illumination means (e.g., the plural illumination means 150) further 
comprises a second and third set of plural illumination means to illuminate the console, and 
wherein the second illumination means is not the third illumination means (e.g., the first 
illumination means 150 comprises a left light source 150, a middle light source and a right light 
source, wherein the left light source 150 is not the right light source 150, see Fig. 1). However, 
Lo as modified by Choi does not disclose wherein a second rotational position illuminate the 
console with the second illumination means and wherein a third rotational position illuminates 
the console with the third illumination means. 

Sprott discloses a task light (array 122 of LED' S 58 for illuminating a globe, see Figs. 1, 
3 and 10) wherein a controller (computer 11, Fig. 1) selectively lit the LEDs 58 to illuminate 
selected regions (col. 10, lines 20-26). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to further modify the invention of Lo as modified by Choi in view of teachings of 
Sprott to have the controller only turn on the power source of a second light source (e.g., the left 
light source 150, see Fig. 1 of Lo) when the display is detected in a second rotational position in 
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which the display is rotated right relative to the keyboard (see Fig. IB of Choi) and only turn on 
the power source of a third light source (e.g., the right light source 150, see Fig. 1 of Lo) when 
the display is detected in a third rotational position in which the display is rotated left relative to 
the keyboard to illuminate a selected region (e.g., the keyboard 120), because it would reduce the 
power supplied to the illumination means while allowing a user to use the keyboard to input data 
as necessary. 

Regarding claim 6, Lo further discloses the task light of claim 1, wherein illumination 
from the plural illumination means is simultaneously directed onto the console and substantially 
parallel to the vertical axis (see Fig. 1 and [0014]). 

9. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lo (US, 
2005/0047073) in view of Choi (US 2004/0133817) and Sprott et al. (US 5,057,024, hereinafter 
Sprott), and further in view of Onodera (US 2003/0006958). 

Regarding claim 5, Lo as modified by Choi and Sprott discloses the task light of claim 1, 
but does not disclose wherein the detection means has an at least one mutually opposing 
conductive member adaptable with a contact metal fitting to correspond to the position of the 
display. 

Onoda discloses a rotation detecting means comprising a photointerrupter 56 and a 
coding member 54 for detecting a rotation angle of a manipulation knob (see Fig. 9 and [0014]). 
Onoda further discloses the photointerrupter 56 having two mutually opposing conductive 
members (light-emitting element 56a and photodetector 56b) adaptable with a contact metal (slits 
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54c is interposed between 56a and 56b) fitting to corresponding to the position of the 
manipulation knob (see Figs. 8 and 9; [0013]-[0014] and [0027]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to further modify the invention of Lo as modified by Choi and Sprott with the rotation 
detecting means of Onoda for detecting a rotation position of a display with respect to a 
keyboard because the rotation detecting means of Onoda provides a low cost position sensor for 
detecting a position of a display. 



Response to Arguments 

10. Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 2 have been considered but are moot in view 
of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

1 1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 1 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

In page 6 of the Applicant's Remarks, the Applicant argues that Lo as modified by Choi 
and Sprott does not disclose "wherein a first rotational position illuminates the console using a 
first illumination means, wherein a second rotational position illuminates the console using a 
second illumination means, and wherein a third rotational position illuminates the console with a 
third illumination means; wherein the first illumination means further comprises the second and 
third set of plural illumination means to illuminate the console, and wherein the second 
illumination means is not the third illumination means." The Examiner respectfully disagrees 
with these arguments. As can be seen from Fig. 1 of Lo, Lo clearly discloses a first illumination 
means (e.g., plural illumination means 150) disposed on a display for illuminating a keyboard 
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wherein the first illumination means further comprises a second and third illumination means; 
wherein the second illumination means is not the third illumination means (e.g., (e.g., the first 
illumination means 150 comprises a left light source 150, a middle light source and a right light 
source, wherein the left light source 150 is not the right light source 150). Lo does not disclose a 
first rotational position illuminates the console using the first illumination means, second 
rotational position illuminates the console using the second illumination means and a third 
rotational position illuminates the console using the third illumination means. 

Choi discloses a portable computer (see Fig. 4 and [0056]) comprising a display (20, Fig. 
1A) that is rotatable about a vertical axis with respect to a console (see Figs. 1 A-1C) and a 
detection means (position sensor 50, see Fig. 4 and [0057]) for detecting rotational position of 
the display with respect to the console, wherein the rotational position comprises a first rotational 
position (e.g., the opened position as shown in Fig. 1 A), a second rotational position and a third 
rotational position (e.g., the display is rotated left or right relative to the keyboard, see Fig. 1C). 
Therefore, the invention disclosed by combination of Lo and Choi discloses the first rotational 
position illuminates the keyboard using the first illumination means. The combination of Lo and 
Choi does not disclose the second rotational position illuminates the console using the second 
illumination means and the third rotational position illuminations the console using the third 
illumination means. However, Sprout discloses a controller (computer 11, Fig. 1) selectively lit 
the LEDs 58 to illuminate selected regions (col. 10, lines 20-26). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to further modify the invention of Lo as modified 
by Choi with the features of selectively illuminates the illumination means for selected region as 
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taught by Sprout for selectively illuminates the detected position so as to reduce the power 
supplied to the illumination means while allowing a user to use the keyboard to input data. 

In response to applicant's argument that one of ordinary skill in the art would not look to 
an educational, electronic almanac tool when solving issue of illuminating a computer console, it 
has been held that a prior art reference must either be in the field of applicant's endeavor or, if 
not, then be reasonably pertinent to the particular problem with which the applicant was 
concerned, in order to be relied upon as a basis for rejection of the claimed invention. See In re 
Oetiker, 977 F.2d 1443, 24 USPQ2d 1443 (Fed. Cir. 1992). In this case, the combination of Lo 
and Choi is missing only the element of selectively illuminating the illumination means to 
illuminate selected rotational positions. Since Sprout discloses a controller (computer 11, Fig. 1) 
selectively lit the LEDs 58 to illuminate selected regions (col. 10, lines 20-26), the teachings of 
the prior art were then properly combined according to the rules and guidelines set forth by 
MPEP and the Courts. Thus the Examiner respectfully maintains that the combination of the 
references is proper. 

Conclusion 

12. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
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the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HONG ZHOU whose telephone number is (571)270-5372. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 8:30 A.M. - 5PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Amare Mengistu can be reached on (571)272-7674. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/H. ZJ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2629 



/Amare Mengistu/ 
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